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Support justice in refugee and immigrant communities by making a gift today! 

Please make out checks to 

“SEACA/APALC”

Send to:

1145 Wilshire Blvd., #100

Los Angeles, CA  90017

OR:

Pay by credit card over the phone.  Call (213) 241-0241
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Welcome to the first newsletter of the Southeast Asian Community Alliance (SEACA).  We work to create a space where members of our community can challenge issues such as racism and poverty.  We use education, advocacy and community organizing to fight these problems and to imagine a more just world.

Every day I hear on the news about the state of youth violence, about how destructive and angry our youth are today.  And everyday at work I am surrounded by proof that yes, youth are angry.  They are angry at the poor quality of their schools, at the violence in streets and at the dangerous, poverty-wage jobs that their parents must work.  These are also youth who looking for ways to make much needed change.  Since SEACA’s founding in 2002, our members have developed a campaign against sweatshops, knocked on doors to talk about better healthcare, and are currently looking at gentrification in their neighborhood.  In addition, they are organizing a local fundraiser to support victims of the Gulf Coast Hurricanes.

As an organization our job is to support that work.  We do this by providing our youth members with education, leadership skills, mentorship and community organizing opportunities.  We also connect them with other youth and social justice movements to show them that, as the farm workers say, “We can do it!”

But we can’t do it all alone.  We need support from both youth and adult allies.  So the next time you are asked by one of our members to attend an event, sign a petition, or give a donation, I hope the you will take the time out to support the building of a new youth movement.
Sissy Nga Trinh

Executive Director 



	SEACA YOUTH TO ORGANIZE FUNDRAISER FOR HURRICANE VICTIMS
Like the rest of the nation, the SEACA youth members were deeply affected by the events surrounding the Hurricanes in the Gulf Coast region.  Recently, they unanimously decided to commit to organizing a fundraising dinner at a local restaurant in Chinatown and hope to use this as an opportunity to raise much-needed funds as well as to educate local community about the current situation in the region.  Details about the fundraiser will be provided at a later date.  If you would like to help with this effort, please call (213) 241-0241 or send an email to strinh@apalc.org.                                                                                          TOP 
FIVE REASONS SEACA YOUTH STAY INVOLVED
1. We get to learn about what’s going on in the world and DO SOMETHING about it 
2. Before SEACA I didn’t think I had a chance to go to college
3. Because of this program, I’ve improved my speaking up skills
4. I am more open-minded now

5. There aren’t any other programs like this for us 
                                     TOP
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 IN THEIR OWN WORDS: A PROFILE OF JUDY 
How you doin'? First things first, you can call me Judy. I'll try my best not too bore you to death with the details of my life because I have a tendency to ramble. I am currently a sophomore attending Chatsworth High School who is trying to live life to the fullest. I like to smile and laugh because that’s the happiest feeling in the world. I’m slowly building my All-Star Chucks collection, but I’m nowhere close to those awesome collectors who have every shape, size, color, and funky design. Jamba Juice and Starbucks are must-haves to start a day and get your adrenaline rushing. Since I’ve been in California practically all my life, it would be nice to cross the border and see things from a new perspective.

One of the several projects we worked on was the campaign to give garment workers sewing Forever 21 clothes the minimum wage. We weren’t jumping onto the Forever 21 bandwagon alone because we had support and role models to look up to. We had the determination in our hearts and all we needed was the push from our adult mentors. The youth and community activists boycotted against sweatshops for exploiting the workers by not paying the minimum wage and having unsanitary, unsafe working conditions. In every project, the contribution of everyone’s time, opinions, and willpower will lead to a more gratifying solution.           TOP
YOUTH ORGANIZING UPDATES

As her eyes widened, she nodded her head and simply said, “Powerful.”  This was ShiMin’s response when asked how it made her feel to be part of a youth-led campaign for garment workers’ justice.  The goal of our youth work is to be able to have more moments like this.  In the past two years SEACA youth have worked diligently to build the skills, knowledge and confidence to tackle some of the most pressing problems affecting their communities.  This is just a short summary of the amazing work they’ve done.

SEACA members had their first taste of youth power when they created a campaign to support the boycott against Forever 21, a national clothing store for teens.  They spent their free time talking with their friends (and Forever 21’s target demographic) about the boycott.  They created postcards, sticker tags and guerilla art posters to reach their audience.  They went to their very first picket, where, for probably one of the first times in their lives, they were told to be louder.  And thanks to Shi Min, got one shopper to commit to immediately return items she had just bought.

Earlier this year, as part of the Asian Pacific Youth Organizing Network, SEACA organized a two-day training that brought together youth activists from across Los Angeles County.  Youth played team-building games, were taught key organizing tools and learned to find the power in their voices.  According to one youth, “I learned to shut out the gremlin that makes me doubt myself and to use my voice to speak up.”  It was a great opportunity for our members to learn new skills and to connect to a larger network of youth activism.

Currently in the works is a community based project where our members will survey 250 students around issues of how low-wage jobs in their community affect the quality of education they receive and how both can limit their futures.  The results of the survey will be presented in a community forum that will also be the launch of their organizing campaign.              TOP


	SEACA YOUTH HOST COMMUNITY PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT

On March 18, 2005 SEACA youth members hosted the exhibit, “Through Our Eyes: Photographs by the SEACA Youth Leadership Project,” marking the end of a series of photography workshops facilitated by photographer Jamie Watson.  

During the workshops, Jamie worked with the youth to explore the stories in their neighborhoods and taught them how to use perspective, camera angles and lighting to document the stories they found.  The photos were scanned into a computer and the youth were taught how to manipulate the images through the use of digital imagery software.  

The resulting photos give the viewer a brief glimpse into the world of each of our members.  They got to see the youth’s every day experience, how they choose to see it and how they choose to change it.  The pictures displayed a desire to experiment, to learn new tools, to reinterpret ideas and a fearlessness in trying to turn things upside down.  
The exhibit was also a fundraiser for the program and was used as an opportunity for our members to educate adult allies on their issues.  The youth both were able to feel pride in their achievements and more importantly, a sense of the broad community support that exists for the work that they do.  In youth member Cynthia’s words, “I can’t believe all these people came out here just for us!” By the end of the evening, we connected with over 100 new supporters and raised $2000 for the program.

This year, we plan on continuing to use the photography skills they learned last summer to develop a community asset map.  The asset map will help to identify community strengths, create bridges to people and organizations in their neighborhoods, and ultimately build a healthier, more socially just community.                                                               TOP
The Southeast Asian Community Alliance




	You are receiving this message because you have requested information and updates. If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line.




	The Southeast Asian Community Alliance (SEACA) is dedicated to building an empowered Southeast Asian community through leadership development, education, advocacy and organizing while working in collaboration with other communities in the struggle for social, economic and racial justice.

	Southeast Asian Community Alliance
1145 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90017
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